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Re: Request for Clarification on Permit Status, Uintah County Commission. Asphalt Ridge
Mine, 1W047/022, Uintah Counry, Utah

Dear Mr. Hogan:

This letter is sent as a follow up to the August 25,1998 meeting held in our offices
between you, Kate Erickson, Terry Gale and Division representatives, Mary Ann Wright, Tony
Gallegos and Wayne Hedberg. The purpose of the meeting was to address concerns raised by
you and members of the Uintah County Special Services District over the status of Uintah
County's existing Asphalt Ridge large mining permit and the large mining permit issued to
Crown Asphalt Corporation (formerly Buena Ventura Resources).

As a result of our meeting discussions and a closer review of our file records which
documents the permitting chronology for both mining operations, the following observations
were made:

1. Both mine operators possess valid Division permits to continue mining of the tar sands in
accordance with the conditions and requirements of their respective approved permits.

2. It was the Division's understanding that activation of in-pit mining operations by Crown
Asphalt Corporation (Crown) would effectively phase out tar sands operations by Uintah
County. We also understood that Uintah County's mining and reclamation
responsibilities under the large mining permit would be effectively transfened to Crown
once Crown commenced in-pit operations. We have since been informed by you and the
Uintah County Special Services representatives that it was never the County's intent to
relinquish their permit or give up their right to mine tar sands, especially from Section 30,
T4S, R2IE, SLM.
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3. We could find no written record confirming the County was willing to dissolve or
formally transfer their mining permit to Crown, therefore the County permit remains
valid as it was originally approved and subsequently amended.

Because of the overlap in areas proposed to be mined by both operators, the Division will
require that both permits be updated and amended to address concrurent mine development and
reclamation responsibilities. We would encourage both operators to enter into negotiations to
develop one consolidated mining and reclamation plan for this mine site. If this cannot be
accomplished, then independent plans will need to be developed clearly describing how the tar
sands deposit(s) will be mined and how (and by whom) the surface disturbances will be
reclaimed.

Please contact the Division on or before October 30, 1998, to arrange a meeting to
discuss appropriate timeframes for submitting the updated mining and reclamation plan(s).
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this regard. Please contact me or Tony
Gallegos at (801) 538-5286 and 538-5267 respectively, if you have further questions or concems
in this matter.

Sincerely,

Alt //l./ lr,\/ \
Ll Ury*>k'/'yt--
D. Wayne Hedberg V
Permit Supervisor
Minerals Reclamation Program

Jay Mealey, Crown Asphalt Corporation
Kate Erickson, Uintah Special Service District
Mary Ann Wright, Associate Director
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